
lectric power companies across 
the nation rely on a variety 

of fuels to produce electricity. 
Historically, Georgia’s electric co-
ops have depended heavily on coal 
because we built many of our power 
plants during a period when the fed-
eral government mandated the use 
of coal through the Fuel Use Act and 
during the oil wars of the 1970s. But 
that’s only part of the story. 

 Today, electric cooperatives 
have emerged as leaders in bringing 
the benefits of renewable resources 
and energy efficiency to consumer-
members. That’s certainly the case 
here at Coastal Electric Cooperative.

Rural America boasts a rich 
abundance of renewable resources—
wind, solar, geothermal, biomass and 
hydropower—making co-ops ideally 
suited to develop these resources. 
More than 900 rural electric co-ops 
provide electricity generated by 
renewable energy resources because 
that’s what member-consumers want. 
We’re proud to be among them. 

Co-ops have aggressively added 
renewable energy capacity to the 
rural electric grid. They already own 
or purchase about 16.5 gigawatts of 
renewable energy capacity, and they 
plan to add more than 2 gigawatts 
of capacity in the near future. That’s 
roughly enough energy to power 
3 million to 4 million homes. With 
respect to solar energy, member-
owned electric cooperatives have 
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nearly 240 megawatts of solar capac-
ity on-line or on the drawing board 
across the country.

Not-for-profit electric co-ops 
develop solar for one reason only: 
to serve you, our members. Co-ops 
are bringing solar to regions of the 
country where this technology had 
been written off as unprofitable. 
Construction was recently completed 
on a 20 megawatt ground-based 
solar facility at Hazlehurst. The solar 
farm, situated on a 135-acre tract, 
includes about 87,000 solar panels. 
This makes it one of the largest solar 
generating facilities in Georgia. 

When it comes to energy effi-
ciency, often referred to as the “fifth 
fuel,” co-ops have a similar story to 
tell. Co-ops traditionally have pro-
moted energy efficiency as a way 
to keep members’ bills low. That’s 
the case here at Coastal Electric 

Cooperative. Now, like many other 
co-ops, we are using efficiency 
to offset the impact of increased 
demand for electricity that otherwise 
can lead to higher costs.

Co-ops are piloting new tech-
nologies that will help you reduce 
electricity use without compromis-
ing comfort or convenience, such as 
thermostats that can be programmed 
using your smartphone and smart 
water heaters. Armed with this 
information, our member services 
professionals can help ensure you 
get a return on your energy invest-
ment in the form of lower bills.

America’s electric cooperatives 
have worked for decades to provide 
an affordable and reliable supply 
of electricity to their member-
owners. That’s one thing that will 
never change. But how we produce 
and meet the growing demand for 
electricity has changed consider-
ably, and it will continue to evolve. 
Coastal Electric Cooperative is play-
ing a leading role in the country’s 
energy transformation, and we will 
continue to lead, with the aim of 
meeting members’ needs. 

Co-op members benefit from 
renewables, energy efficiency
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NEW office in Richmond Hill!

We are here for your convenience.
Lobby and Drive-thru Hours:
Monday through 
Thursday                     7:30 a.m.– 5:30 p.m.

Friday 8:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.

Saturday and 
Sunday                        Closed

Secure payment drop box available 24 hours 

Make payments 

Set up new account

Talk to a member service
representative 

Learn about solar power 
and our renewable energy
program

Please come by 
for a visit!

(Highway 17, next door to Food Lion) 
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eading off to college brings a 
slew of anxieties for students 

and their families. For most, financial 
concerns rank at the top of the list.

To help ease that burden, and 
to minimize debt for themselves 
and their loved ones, students are 
increasingly looking for ways to 
reduce the costs of obtaining a 
degree. With that in mind, Coastal 
Electric Cooperative is accepting 
applications for two scholarship  
programs.

 •  The Coastal Electric 
Cooperative Foundation 
Scholarship: Six $5,000 scholar-
ships awarded to local students 
in South Bryan, Liberty, Long and 
McIntosh counties.

 •  The Walter Harrison 
Scholarship: Ten $1,000 schol-
arships awarded to students 
throughout Georgia.

“Our goal is to provide some 
measure of financial relief for stu-
dents who otherwise would not 
be able to pursue their academic 
dreams,” says CEO Whit Hollowell.

The competition for the scholar-
ships is open to high school students 
who will attend an accredited college 
or a technical college in fall 
2016.

In both scholarships, 
factors for consideration 
include grade-point aver-
age, SAT scores, academic 
standing, scholastic honors, 
community involvement 

H

and financial need. Other crite-
ria apply. Scholarship applicants 
must be accepted or enrolled in an 
accredited undergraduate degree 
program. 

Since 1985, Georgia’s electric 
cooperatives have awarded more 
than $171,000 to students through 
the Walter Harrison Scholarship 
program.

The Coastal Electric 
Cooperative Foundation 

Scholarship is partially 
funded through the volun-
tary donations of Coastal 
Electric Cooperative 
members through the 
Operation Round 
Up campaign, where 

members allow their electric bill to 
be rounded up to the nearest dol-
lar each month. Those nickels and 
dimes are handed over to the Coastal 
Electric Cooperative Foundation, 
which administers the funds.

Since 2004, the foundation has 
awarded more than $77,000 to  
students.

To apply for either or both of 
the scholarships, visit www.coastal 
electriccooperative.com and down-
load an application. Completed 
applications for the Walter Harrison 
Scholarship are due Friday, Feb. 12. 
Completed applications for the 
Coastal Electric Cooperative Founda-
tion Scholarship are due Thursday, 
March 31.
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Mark Bolton

Scholarships available to offset  
the rising costs of college
Since 2004, the Coastal Electric Cooperative Foundation 

has awarded more than $77,000 to students
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hile most homeowners would 
like to be more energy effi-

cient and save money, they often 
feel overwhelmed because they 
don’t know where to start. How can 
the average family use less energy, 
lower their utility bill and still meet 
their daily energy needs? To help 
jumpstart your effort, it is useful to 
know what the top energy users are 
in your home. 

In most homes Coastal Electric 
serves, the top five energy users are:

 • Space cooling 
 •  Space heating
 •  Water heating
 •  Lighting
 •  Refrigeration

Adjust the temperature
Together, home heating and 

cooling use the most energy and 
take the biggest bite out of your 
energy budget. On the bright side, 
there are ways you can achieve at 
least 10 percent savings by taking 
a few simple low-cost or no-cost 
steps. 
 •  During cold weather, set 

your thermostat to 68 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

 •  During warm weather, the rec-
ommended indoor temperature 
is 78 degrees Fahrenheit.

W  •   Cleaning the filters of your 
HVAC system can cut costs from 
5 percent to 15 percent. 

 •  Caulk and weather strip around 
windows and doors to prevent 
heat (or cooler air in the sum-
mer) from escaping.

 •  No matter what the climate or 
time of year, proper use of a 
programmable thermostat can 
save you 10 percent on your 
monthly utility bill.  

Shine the light on savings
If you still use incandescent 

lighting, your lightbulbs are operat-
ing at only 25 percent energy effi-
ciency. Replacing your home’s five 
most frequently used bulbs with 
ENERGY STAR-certified LEDs can 
save you $75 per year. Another easy 
way to save is to always turn lights 
off in rooms that are not being used.

Water heating efficiency
Just as it is energy-wise to insu-

late your roof, wall or floor, it also 
pays to wrap your water heater with 
an insulating blanket. This is all the 
more critical with an older unit.  
Make sure to follow the manufactur-
er’s instructions. For additional effi-
ciency and savings, insulate exposed 
hot water lines and drain one to two 
gallons of water from the bottom of 
your tank annually to prevent sedi-
ment buildup. 

Put cold, hard cash back  
in your wallet

If your refrigerator was pur-
chased before 2001, chances are 
it uses 40 percent more energy 
than a new ENERGY STAR model. 
Regardless of the age of your fridge, 
there are additional steps you can 
take to save energy and money. For 
example, don’t keep your refrigerator 
too cold. The Department of Energy 
recommends temperatures of 35–38 
degrees Fahrenheit for the fresh 
food compartment and zero degrees 
Fahrenheit for separate freezers 
(used for long-term storage).

Jason Smith is the new expert 
energy adviser at Coastal Electric 
Cooperative. He is available, by 
appointment, to perform free home 
energy assessments. To reach him, 
email jason.smith@coastalemc.com.
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Top five energy users in your home 

are a starting point for savings




