
he energy industry is in an 
unprecedented period of tran-

sition. As this energy revolution 
unfolds, a modern, interconnected 
and reliable electric grid has never 
been more important.

In April, Elon Musk, the char-
ismatic billionaire CEO of Tesla, 
introduced a new lithium ion bat-
tery called the PowerWall. In typical 
fashion for this brash electric car 
entrepreneur, Musk paints a rosy 
picture of a future where home-
owners disconnect from the power 
grid and meet all their power needs 
through a combination of rooftop 
solar and battery storage.

It’s exciting to imagine a future 
when renewable-energy systems 
will allow us to generate and store 
electricity in a reliable, cost-effective 
way. Though there are many— 
including electric cooperatives—
working hard to realize that goal, it 
is still a long way from reality.

Unlike gasoline or propane, 
electricity is a form of energy that is 
difficult to store in large quantities. 
Batteries can hold enough energy to 
power small devices for moderate 
amounts of time, but current battery 
technology cannot practically and 
economically store enough energy 
to power larger items, like electric 
heat pumps, refrigerators and TVs, 
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By staying connected, your 
home is part of a larger system

F. Whit Hollowell Jr. 

for longer durations.
We don’t know when the cost, 

size, quality and reliability of battery 
storage will improve to the point 
it becomes a viable option to help 
meet our energy needs. If/when that 
happens, it could transform count-
less aspects of our lives, from our 
smartphones to our cars to our elec-
tric system.

The lack of a viable option for 
large-scale energy storage creates 
another challenge for power compa-
nies. Electricity supply and demand 
must always be perfectly matched.

If you were a farmer, imagine if 
you couldn’t store your product—

not even for a short period—until 
a truck could come to pick it up. 
Imagine if the grain you grew or 
the milk your cows produced had 
to instantly go from harvest to con-
sumption. Lastly, imagine that the 
demand for your product never 
stops and varies wildly throughout 
the day, but you always had to pro-
duce the exact right amount, with  
no shortages or overages. That’s 
what electric cooperatives do every 
day to keep the lights on.

To meet this challenge, power 
companies rely on a complex and 
interconnected electric grid to 
deliver power to homes and busi-
nesses across the United States the 
instant it’s needed. The electricity 
powering the lamp you’re using to 
read this article was generated a 
fraction of a second before it was 
delivered to your home—most likely 
at a distant power plant.

These same challenges are true 
for people who want to generate 
electricity at their homes or busi-
nesses through technologies such as 
solar panels and small wind turbines

It’s unlikely that the amount of 
available sunshine or wind is always 

The electric grid connects us all

Power companies rely on a complex 
and interconnected electric grid to 
deliver power to homes and businesses 
across the United States the instant it’s 
needed. Transmission lines make up 
part of the grid.

Continued on page 18D
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early 1,000 members and guests 
filled the gym at Midway Middle 

School on June 4 for the 75th 
anniversary celebration of Coastal 
Electric Cooperative. CEO Whit 
Hollowell declared the event an 
overwhelming success. 
  Coastal Electric was incorpo-
rated in McIntosh County in June 
1940 and operated initially from a 
temporary office on Highway 17 
at the end of Harris Neck Road. 
A highlight of the meeting was a 
9-minute video presentation featur-
ing interviews with people in the 
community who told of the early 
history of the co-op. One was Olive 
Smith, of the Harris Neck commu-
nity. Smith is a member of the First 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Harris Neck, one of the first loca-

tions to receive electricity in early 
1941. The video captured her rec-
ollections of studying her school 
books by firelight and was a vivid 
reminder of the harsh realities of 
rural life before rural electrification.
  “We were honored to have Mrs. 
Smith in attendance at our meeting 
for the premiere screening of our 
video.” says Hollowell. “She repre-
sents the spirit of the early founders 
of the co-op who worked not just 
for themselves, but for their neigh-
bors and the community, to bring 
electric infrastructure to an area left 
unserved by other providers.”
  During the business session, 
members unanimously re-elected 
three representatives to the Coastal 
Electric Board of Directors. John 

N
Coastal Electric celebrates 75 years of service to members

Coastal CEO Whit Hollowell paused during his annual report 
to the members to take this “selfie” while using his iPhone to 
demonstrate the co-op’s new smartphone app. The app, avail-
able for iPhone and Android, makes it easy for members to 
monitor their daily electricity use, report power outages and 
make secure online payments.

Olive Smith, of Harris Neck, tells of her 
hard childhood life before the coming 
of electricity to rural McIntosh County 
on Coastal’s 75th anniversary video, at 
youtu.be/S6K2w8uB9Sg

Member Beth Odom, of Richmond Hill, 
right, a first-time attendee, is greeted 
by intern Emily Hollowell and presented 
with her “goodie bag” of door prizes.

Barbara Martin 
Sanders and David 
Sanders bring their 
registration card to 
be scanned by Cindy 
Williford at the 
registration desk. 
Regular attendees 
know that Barbara 
always attended the 
meeting with her 
mother, the late 
Margaret Martin, 
who never missed a 
single annual meet-
ing of the co-op. 

These Scouts from Richmond Hill Troop 400 presented 
the opening flag ceremony. Their troop is sponsored by 
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church.

Kearns, of McIntosh County; Ken 
Luke, of Bryan County; and Jack 
Waters, of Liberty County, will each 
serve another three-year term.
  Coastal Electric is owned by the 



August 2015 18CCoastal Electric Cooperative

Coastal Electric celebrates 75 years of service to members

Annual Meeting guests were welcomed 
by GEORGIA Magazine Assistant Editor 
Jim Jess with a table full of magazines, 
cookbooks and other giveaway items. 
GEORGIA Magazine, established in 
1945, is the state’s largest circulated 
magazine, reaching a monthly average 
of more than a half-million subscribers.

Jason Webb, representing Green 
Power EMC, Coastal Electric’s 
renewable-energy partner, and Emily 
Cannon, vice president, finance and 
accounting, answer members’ ques-
tions about Coastal’s utility-scale solar 
energy projects. 

Hillary Olive, of Eulonia, was a very 
happy lady when emcee Sonny Dixon, 
right, pulled her ticket from the prize 
carousel and announced she had won 
the $1,000 grand prize. Joining in the 
presentation is CEO Whit Hollowell.

Service awards presented

Among the Coastal Electric employ-
ees who received service awards at the 
cooperative’s Annual Meeting were 
(clockwise from top left), Brian Roberts, 
Melvin Anderson, Cecilia Stender, 
Robin Farthing and Keith Smith. Con-
gratulating the recipients are emcee 
Sonny Dixon, left, and Board of Dir-
ectors Chairman Steve Mullice, right.

17,000 individuals and businesses 
who receive their electricity from the 
cooperative. These member-owners 
exercise their ownership rights and 
responsibilities at the co-op’s Annual 
Meeting each year. They elect repre-
sentatives to a nine-member Board  
of Directors who, in turn, hire the 
CEO to carry out their directives  
and oversee the daily affairs of the 
cooperative.

  The co-op reports its annual 
financial condition to the members 
and highlight the activities of the 
co-op over the past year.
  Every member who attended the 
meeting received a valuable door 
prize and had opportunities to win 
an impressive array of prizes, includ-
ing home appliances, TVs and other 
electronics. The grand prize was 
$1,000 in cash, claimed by Hillary 

Olive, of Eulonia.
  Twelve Coastal Electric employ-
ees were honored for their service 
to the co-op: Brian Roberts, 35 
years; Melvin Anderson, 25 years; 
Cecilia Stender, Keith Smith and 
Robin Farthing, 20 years; Eric Wells 
and Steve Gose, 15 years; Cindy 
Williford, Kimberly Slade, Laura 
Richardson, Alan Proman and 
Jeffery Ahearn, five years.
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perfectly matched to your immedi-
ate energy needs. Sometimes the 
sun is shining brightly when nobody 
is home, but most people still want 
electricity after the sun goes down. 
That’s when the electric grid comes 
into play.

By staying connected to the  
electric grid, your home is part of a 
larger system. You can usually feed 
extra energy back into it when you 
don’t need it, but more important,  
the grid is there to make sure you 
always have enough power when 
you need it.

In addition, the interconnected 
nature of the grid means that when 
there’s a problem with a generator on 
the system—a homeowner’s rooftop 
solar array or a large power plant 
supplying energy to hundreds of 
thousands of people—plenty of other 
generation resources are available to 
step in and quickly meet the need.

In some ways, the electric grid is 
the ultimate example of a coopera-
tive. Every power company, from 
electric co-ops to investor-owned util-
ities to government-run systems, must 
work together across state lines to 
ensure there is always enough energy 
to power our lives.

Electric cooperatives are leaders 

in the renewable-energy revolution. 
Three of the top four solar utilities 
in America are electric cooperatives. 
The vast majority of wind turbines 
in this country are built in rural 
areas served by cooperatives. In 
fact, America’s electric cooperatives 
support an entire team of research-
ers who work on issues related to 
renewable energy, power reliability 
and future technology.

Great leaders always look to 
the future but remain grounded in 
practical reality. They look out for 
everybody they serve and strive to 
ensure their actions will serve the 
greater good. These same qualities 
make electric cooperatives special. 
Though our nation’s energy future is 
uncertain, America’s electric coopera-
tives are helping to write it—and our 
members’ best interests are driving 
every action we take.

Electric cooperatives are leaders in the renewable-energy revolution. Three of the 
top four solar utilities in America are electric cooperatives.

The electric grid connects us all
Continued from page 18A

Official Publication of Coastal  
Electric Cooperative, Published 

Monthly for All Members

J. Mark Bolton, Editor
Coastal Electric Cooperative

1265 S. Coastal Highway
P.O. Box 109

Midway, GA 31320
(912) 880-2226, direct line

mark.bolton@coastalemc.com 

Find us online:
CoastalElectric.coop

Business office hours
Open 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and until 5 p.m.  

on Friday, except for holidays. 

Report outages
Call us at (800) 421-2343

Board of Directors
Steve Mullice

President, Liberty County

Jack Waters
Vice President, Liberty County

Barbara Davis
Sec./Treas., McIntosh County

W.L. Bland
McIntosh County

Kyle Christiansen
Bryan County

Johnny Kearns
McIntosh County

Ken Luke
Bryan County

Laura McGee
Bryan County

John Woods III
Liberty County

Coastal Electric Cooperative,  
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,  
is a not-for-profit, member-owned 

power cooperative providing  
electricity to the people of Bryan, 

Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.
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The electricity powering  

the lamp you’re using to

read this article was  

generated a fraction of a  

second before it was  

delivered to your home.


