
s the nation prepares to wel-
come a new Congress and 

administration, America’s electric 
cooperatives are ready to recon-
nect with old friends and introduce 
ourselves to newcomers.

The co-ops’ message to 
elected officials, both old and 
new, Republican and Democrat, 
will be the same: We all need to 
work together to protect consumer 
access to safe, reliable and afford-
able electric service.

We have reason to believe this 
message will be well-received. 
After all, co-ops speak for more 
than 42 million electric consumers 
nationwide, a sizeable constitu-
ency by any measure. Moreover, 
whatever you thought of the 
2016 election, one message came 
through loud and clear: Many, 
many people don’t believe their 
concerns are being heard. For 
member-owned cooperatives, lis-
tening to people is at the heart of 
our business model. And we carry 
our members’ concerns to public 
officials every day.

As co-ops reach out to engage 
with elected officials, they will 
build on the strength of Co-ops 
Vote, the grassroots initiative to 
reverse declining voter turnout in 
rural areas. Co-ops Vote did more 
than register voters. This initiative 

BY F.  WHIT  HOLLOWELL  JR., CEO
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Here at Coastal Electric 
Cooperative, we will reach out 
to local, state and federal offi-
cials. In initial conversations with 
our Georgia delegation, we will 
remind them of the unique mem-
ber-owned, not-for-profit co-op 
business model and Coastal’s com-
mitment to its members.

In Washington, D.C., our 
national trade association, the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, will conduct similar 
introductions, speaking with key 
agencies and departments within 
the new administration. Many of 
these new policymakers probably 
know little or nothing of the co-op 
model.

Forging an energy future that 
serves rural consumers, and pro-
tecting access to safe, reliable and 
affordable electric power, will be 
a bipartisan effort. Electric co-ops 
are optimistic. As we work with 
our elected leaders, we hope to 
renew a spirit of cooperation in the 
nation’s capital and in statehouses 
across the country.

After all, cooperation is what 
co-ops do best! 

sent a strong message to the coun-
try’s elected officials that rural elec-
tric consumers matter.

Co-ops will be reinforcing this 
message with a request that policy-
makers keep the needs of consum-
ers front and center. That includes 
funding for infrastructure––especially 
transmission lines and access to nat-
ural gas; increasing the efficiency of 
the electric system; determining the 
future of hydropower and nuclear 
energy. Elected officials will be mak-
ing decisions affecting every aspect 
of the electric system.

We’ve been advocating for these 
issues for years. And we’re ready to 
continue the fight on your behalf. 
The time is now to connect with all 
elected officials, new and returning.

Electric cooperatives are ready
to work with elected officials

A
Forging an energy future that 

serves rural consumers, and 

protecting access to safe, reliable 

and affordable electric power, 

will be a bipartisan effort.
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When winds from Hurricane Matthew ripped several of these solar panels from their 
frame in October, our Cooperative Solar subscribers did not have to contend with 
the cost and frustration of repairs. Coastal Electric restored the system to full opera-
tion a few days later at no additional cost to Cooperative Solar customers.

ave you ever walked out of 
your house on a sunny day and 

thought, “I wish I could harness the 
sun’s energy to power my home”? 
Maybe you haven’t, but no doubt 
you’ve noticed solar panels on top 
of some homes and businesses in 
our community, and maybe even 
seen a solar farm here or there. 

If you have considered solar as 
a part of your home’s energy mix––
but been dissuaded by high costs or 
maintenance requirements––we here 
at Coastal Electric Cooperative are 
happy to tell you that solar energy 
is more accessible than you might 
think!

With our Cooperative Solar pro-
gram, you can enjoy the benefits 
of receiving a small portion of the 
electricity you use from our solar 
resources. The cost is only a modest 
$25 per month. There are no con-
tracts, no minimum commitments or 
credit card needed. 

Community solar programs 
like Coastal Electric’s Cooperative 
Solar project harness natural energy 
from the sun and often cost less 
than installing a solar system at 
your home or business. If you 
are a homeowner, participating 
in Cooperative Solar keeps you 
from having to worry about zon-
ing restrictions or appealing to 
your homeowners’ association for 
approval. If you don’t own your 
home, not to worry. Renters can 
participate, too!

Our Cooperative Solar model is 

H

easy to understand. Coastal Electric 
Cooperative builds a solar array––a 
group of solar panels in an empty 
lot or field––then, you purchase a 
share of the energy they produce. 
Your monthly $25 payment buys 
you the output of a 1.25-kilowatt 
portion of the larger system. That’s 
equivalent to five or six typical solar 
panels. The energy is distributed to 
the power grid and solar-farm mem-
bers receive credits that lower their 
electric bills.

Participating in our Cooperative 
Solar program also eliminates main-
tenance costs and concerns that 
can be a hassle for those who own 

and maintain their own residential 
solar system. With Cooperative Solar, 
Coastal Electric Cooperative takes 
care of installation, maintenance and 
insurance fees, making it easy for 
members to participate.

To learn more about Cooperative 
Solar, contact Jason Smith at Coastal 
Electric Cooperative at jason.smith@
coastalemc.com or call him directly 
at (912) 880-2232

Jason Smith is the solar energy 
expert at Coastal Electric Cooperative. 
He is available, by appointment, to 
perform free solar site surveys and 
home energy assessments. 

B Y  J A S O N  S M I T H Jason Smith

The benefits of Cooperative Solar
Solar energy is more accessible than you might think



As photographer Louis Tonsmeire lines up the shot, Washington Youth 
Tour delegates pose for the cover of GEORGIA Magazine. The green 
screen is later replaced with an iconic Washington, D.C., scene.
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ven with the plethora of 
travel-related apps and 

websites available today, 
planning a family vaca-
tion takes a lot of work. 
Try finding an inexpensive 
flight that’s not at the crack 
of dawn or late at night or booking 
a good hotel that’s near most of the 
places you want to visit. Then—just 
for fun—add in buying tickets to a 
popular attraction, a process that can 

E

the Holocaust Memorial Museum the 
minute they became available. Plan-
ning the Washington Youth Tour takes  
“if you snooze, you lose” to the high-
est level.

“It takes a lot of timing and a little 
bit of luck to get tours and tickets at 
times that we can assemble to create 
a great trip, but it is worth it,” Cutler 
says. “Our goal is to craft an experi-
ence that takes teens ‘up close and 
backstage’ with our country’s legis-
lators and landmarks to provide a 
personal connection to our nation’s 
history and inspire them to become 
better leaders.”

take patience, persistence and 
precision timing.

Now, imagine doing all 
of this for a “family” that 
numbers as many as 130—

Georgia’s annual Washington 
Youth Tour (WYT) contingent of 
delegates, chaperones and staff. The 
trip lasts a week, but the planning 
process goes on all year.

Georgia Electric Membership 
Corp.’s Gale Cutler, who has served 
as WYT director since 2000, has 
already booked the delegation’s 
Washington-area hotel through 2019. 
Also, each year during the June trip, 
Cutler goes online after midnight to 
request the following year’s wreath-
laying ceremony at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery, which can be 
done exactly a year in advance.

Last year, Cutler and Tour Coor-
dinator Lindsay Bridges stepped out 
of a banquet in March to go online 
and book June admission tickets for 

The Washington Youth Tour:
One-week trip requires all-year planning
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After delegates from across Georgia arrive in Atlanta 
for the Washington Youth Tour kickoff, they pose for the 
first of the week’s many photo ops. This, however, is the 
only one in front of a green screen.

Photographer Louis Tonsmeire, of Cartersville, 
banters with the dressed-up delegates, grouped by EMC, 
helping to ease any nervousness they (or their parents) 
may have at meeting so many new people. Once one 
group’s photo is completed, another is ushered in. The 
GEORGIA Magazine cover shoot finishes up just in time 
for the kickoff banquet.

Magazine Production Coordinator Gayle Hartman 
then goes through all the images, picking out the best 
one of each co-op’s delegates (eyes open, clothes and 
hair in place). The green screen is removed, the photos 
are retouched and a Washington, D.C., landmark—most 
often the U.S. Capitol—is placed behind the delegates. 
The process takes several weeks because of the volume 
of photos involved.

The cover shots were taken on site in Washington, 

From left, Barry Bowens, Shannon Scarboro, 
John Killough, Isiah Dickey, Nicholas Hahn 
and Maya Campbell represented Coastal 
Electric Cooperative on the 2016 Washington 
Youth Tour.

Coastal Electric’s 2016 delegates gather 
outside Mount Vernon, one of the stops 
during the busy week.

D.C., until 2009. The change came about because of 
the Youth Tour’s busy schedule and the time the photo 
shoot took. Plus, shooting the photos outdoors meant 
the weather could always be a factor.

Magazine cover photos: A peek behind the scenes
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Want to go on the 2017 Washington Youth Tour?    Contact your electric cooperative for information!

‘More than any other annual visitors, we look forward to having your incredible group of 
young men and women spend time with us here at Mount Vernon. We see thousands upon 
thousands of students from across the nation, yet your group distinguished themselves by 

their depth of knowledge, their eagerness to learn and how they carried themselves.’
Samuel G. Murphy

Manager, Department of Historic Trades
George Washington’s Mount Vernon

‘Before WYT, I was super shy. This trip made me realize 
that I can always be myself and not be afraid to speak 

up or try to make new friends.’
Hillary Owens

Blue Ridge Mountain EMC

‘Make friends, be yourself, be prepared to 
cry and, most importantly, don’t blink.’

Emilee Newsome
Oconee EMC
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Georgia’s 2016 Washington Youth Tour delegation gathers at 
the base of the Washington Monument.

www.CoastalElectric.coop
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Want to go on the 2017 Washington Youth Tour?    Contact your electric cooperative for information!

‘I always knew I wanted to make a positive change in my  
community, but through this tour I realized that my  

aspirations can go way beyond the borders of my small town.’
Maria Velasquez

Altamaha EMC

‘As we approached the Lincoln Memorial, I was in awe. 
Presidents, veterans and many other great historical figures 

stood there and did great things.’
Taylor Green

Irwin EMC

‘My favorite stop was Arlington National Cemetery.  
My parents are veterans, and it means a lot to me that the country 

honors all of those who served and risked their lives.’
Amari Forever Young

Snapping Shoals EMC
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‘The Holocaust Memorial Museum was my favorite stop. Not only did it do a fantastic job of explaining the tragedy, it memorialized the victims in 
the best way possible. It turns their suffering into a cry for action so that the world never stands by and watches something like that happen again.’                           
   Peyton Lee

Southern Rivers Energy
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or some delegates, the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) 
experience whets their appetite for a career in public 

service or reaffirms a decision they already had made. 
Here are two WYT alumni from Georgia who returned 
to the nation’s capital to work.

Talk a little about your current position and responsibilities.

     Andrew C. Wills
2006 WYT delegate  
representing Satilla REMC

I am the director of 
government relations and 
counsel for the American 
Public Power Association, 
a trade association that 
provides services for more 
than 2,000 community-
owned utilities through  
advocacy, education and 
collaboration. I work with members of the U.S. Congress 
and their staffs to understand how proposed and existing 
legislation affects public power utilities. 

     Zellie Duvall
2008 WYT delegate  
representing Rayle EMC

As a current [Capitol] 
Hill staffer in Washington, 
D.C., I have the honor 
to serve as the legislative 
correspondent for U.S. 
Rep. Buddy Carter, from 
the 1st District of Georgia. 
My responsibilities include 
managing the office mail 
program and handling 
the legislative portfolio for agricultural issues, Second 
Amendment issues, and science and technology.

How did the Washington Youth Tour (WYT) prepare you  
for the career path you’ve taken? 

Wills: The WYT was my first visit to Washington, D.C., 
and the first time I considered the critical role that na-
tional politics play in our day-to-day lives. I fell in love 
with our capital city—its many beautiful monuments, 
historical markers and essential executive, legislative and 
judicial activity. The WYT connected me with an amaz-
ing group of my Georgia peers, many of whom became 
lifelong friends. Finally, I maintained contact with EMC 

A number of former Washington Youth Tour (WYT) delegates followed a path that led 
them to military service. Here’s a look at a few:

H

        Washington Youth Tour 2017 tentative itineraryH
June 8: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
June 9: Team-building activities; flight to Washington, D.C.
Dates TBD for the following activities: 
• Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; dinner at Union Station; evening guided tour of 

memorials; photo op at White House
• Guided tour of Jefferson, Lincoln, Korean War and Vietnam Veterans memorials; 

Arlington National Cemetery guided tour; dinner performance of  “Beauty and the 
Beast” at Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia, Md.

• All States assembly; tour Smithsonian museums; cruise on Potomac River
• Tour Supreme Court, U.S. Capitol and Washington National Cathedral; Sunset Parade 

at U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima statue)
• Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation; tour Newseum and Library of Congress; 

All States farewell event
June 15: Return flight to Atlanta
                                                                                                          Note: Itinerary subject to change

Delegates’ career paths lead back to Washington, D.C.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

staff who led the WYT and they introduced me to Anne 
Hicks at Georgia Transmission Corp., where I was 
hired as a legal intern. This was my first job during law 
school, and it paved the way for a career in energy law 
and policy. 

Duvall: I cannot say enough about what this weeklong 
program has to offer. Visiting D.C., learning about our 
nation’s history and meeting with elected officials pro-
vided me an opportunity to explore my passions and 
goals in life. One of the most rewarding takeaways from 
the week was learning the importance of leadership and 
how to be a leader, a lesson that stuck with me through 
college and now in my career.

What advice would you give to current Youth Tour delegates?

Wills: Do your research, because you’ll better under-
stand the significance of what you’re seeing. Make 
friends, because those friends may build the founda-
tion for your first network outside your hometown. 
Make connections, because people you meet may be 
your professional allies for many years. Above all, have 
fun and take advantage of the amazing opportunity the 
WYT provides!  

Duvall: Make the most of this week in D.C. and get 
to know your peers, because the relationships you 
build during the week will last a lifetime. Thank you to 
Georgia EMC, Youth Tour leaders, chaperones and my 
fellow delegates for making my week in D.C. a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.

F

Andrew C. Wills

Rep. Buddy Carter  
and Zellie Duvall
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The Walter Harrison Scholarship
Deserving students can receive $1,000 for higher education

en deserving students across 
Georgia will receive an 

unexpected financial 
boost this spring if they 
are chosen to receive 
the Walter Harrison 
Scholarship, spon-
sored by Georgia’s 
electric membership 
corporations (EMCs).

Coastal Electric is 
accepting applications for 
the $1,000 scholarship. The 
scholarship can be applied to aca-
demic expenses at any accredited 
two-year or four-year university, col-
lege or vocational-technical institute 
in Georgia.

In 2017, Walter Harrison 
Scholarships will be awarded to 10 
students statewide who demonstrate 
exceptional academic performance. 
Grade-point average, SAT scores, 
academic standing and scholastic 
honors are considered when deter-
mining eligibility. A scholarship com-
mittee, composed of directors and 
managers of Georgia’s EMCs, seeks 
to award scholarships to remarkable 
students who struggle with the high 
costs of attending college.

Scholarship applicants must be 
accepted or enrolled in an accred-
ited, undergraduate degree program, 

complete an application and 
write an autobiographi-

cal sketch provid-
ing a glimpse into 
his or her future 
plans. 

Created in 
1985 by the Board 
of Directors of 
Georgia EMC, the 
trade association 

representing the 41 
electric cooperatives of 

Georgia, the scholarship pays tribute 

W
al

ter
 Harrison

Scholarship
 

 

 

to the late Walter Harrison. Harrison 
was a pioneer in the rural electric 
movement and a leader at local, 
state and national levels in the elec-
tric cooperative program.

Since 1985, Georgia’s electric 
cooperatives have awarded more 
than $200,000 to students via the 
Walter Harrison Scholarship  
program.

Students may apply online 
at www.CoastalElectric.Coop. 
Completed applications are due by 
midnight Sunday, Feb. 12.

T

According to the Consumer Electronics Association, the 

average household owns 24 consumer electronics products, 

which are responsible for 12 percent of household electric-

ity use. ENERGY STAR-certified audio/video equipment is 

up to 50 percent more efficient than conventional models.         

                                                 —Source: EnergyStar.gov
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ix high school students will be 
chosen to represent Coastal 

Electric Cooperative on the 2017 
Washington Youth Tour. They 
will join more than 100 
of their peers represent-
ing electric cooperatives 
across Georgia on the all-
expenses-paid, weeklong 
trip to Washington, D.C., 
set for June 8-15. The Youth Tour 
brings more than 1,400 students 
from across the country to our 
nation’s capital for a fun, educa-
tional and rewarding experience.

Each winning Coastal Electric 
delegate will also receive a $1,000 
cash college scholarship.

S

Washington Youth Tour 2017
To be eligible, students must 

attend Bradwell Institute, Liberty 
County High School, Richmond Hill 

High School or McIntosh County 
Academy. Students who attend 
other private schools but whose 
parents are members of Coastal 
Electric Cooperative may also 
apply. Applicants must be a 

high school junior; be at least 16 
years old by June 8, 2017; and have 
a parent’s or guardian’s permission to 
enter and participate.

To apply online, visit our web-
site at www.CoastalElectric.Coop or 
call (912) 880-2234 to speak with 
Washington Youth Tour Coordinator 
Robin Farthing.

Six high school juniors will win the trip of a lifetime

2017

Apply online now at www.CoastalElectric.Coop. Deadline is Feb. 19

These Coastal Electric-sponsored students, now high school seniors, spent a week last summer in 
Washington, D.C. For a quick look at their experience, watch the video at http://tinyurl.com/jqjvxnh
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