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Monitor your daily electricity use
with Coastal’s new smartphone app
BY F. WHIT HOLLOWELL JR., CEO

T

he smartphone is enabling the
world to take advantage of the
“Internet of things” and the “connected home” unlike any other
device before it. More products and
appliances are being sold ready to
connect to the Internet. The goals of
this connectivity include control,
management, troubleshooting, comfort, convenience, security and entertainment.
Where does the smartphone
enter this picture? According to several estimates, more than 50 percent
of cellphones used in the United
States qualify as smartphones.
Because smartphone users almost
never leave home without their
device, and most keep it with them
while they are home, it has become
the catalyst that makes the “Internet
of things” and the “connected home”
a reality. Through apps for smartphones, appliances and products

Since we are an electric
cooperative, energy control
and efficiency rank high on
our list of priorities.
can now be commanded, controlled
and managed from a single device.
Let’s take a look at a selection of
powerful smartphone apps. Since we
are an electric cooperative, energy
control and efficiency rank high on
our list of priorities. Let’s start there.
Nest (www.nest.com) cracked open
the smart thermostat market a few
years ago. Their device connects
directly to your Wi-Fi network. This
allows access for temperature control
and monitoring, plus simplifies software updates to fix bugs and add
features.
Make sure your energyefficient heat pump is
actually saving you
money.The Nest app
features Heat Pump
Balance. Just choose
whether you want more
comfort or more savings,
and Heat Pump Balance
will automatically adjust
when the more expensive AUX heat comes on.
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Use the Nest app
to connect to
your thermostat
from a smartphone. Getting
home early?
Change the
temperature miles
from
home.

Since then, Nest has introduced
a smoke and carbon monoxide
detector, as well as a video camera.
The company is working with other
companies to allow their devices to
work with Nests. Honeywell
(lyric.honeywell.com) and Ecobee
(www.ecobee.com) also offer smart
thermostats that are controllable
via an app.
Companies such as Belkin and
Insteon have a wide range of products for home automation that
include energy control features.
Insteon (www.insteon.com) offers
replacement receptacles and
switches that can be controlled via
their app. They also offer sensors
and security devices so you can
Continued on page 14D
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Juniors, apply now for all-expenses
Six delegates chosen each

C

oastal Electric Cooperative is seeking six high school juniors to join
us for the travel and leadership experience of a lifetime.
Each June, Washington, D.C. is
invaded by the youth of America for
the annual Washington Youth Tour.
But the Youth Tour is more than a trip
to the nation’s capital to sightsee. It is
a prestigious event in which thousands of high school juniors from
across the country gain an understanding of our nation’s history and
the freedoms we enjoy, as well as the
many costs of those freedoms.
The 2015 tour dates are June 1118. The Youth Tour experience is
rewarding, educational and fun! In
addition to visiting iconic locations
such as the Lincoln Memorial and the
World War II Memorial, students also
tour museums and national landmarks
they have only read about in books.
Age-old historical documents are
within an arm’s length in the National
Archives, and historic books can be
found in the Library of Congress.
Students can also sit on the front
porch of George Washington’s historic
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Six Coastal Electric delegates and two of their Georgia peers ham it up on the
Newseum balcony overlooking the U.S. Capitol during the 2014 Washington Youth
Tour. From left, front: Sarah McPherson, Cecelia Giangacomo, Faniche’ Brown and
Kayla Frazier. Back: Kitty Shepherd (Planters EMC), Elizabeth Wallace, Lincoln
LeRoy (Rayle EMC) and Brooke Horton.
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home, Mount Vernon. The U.S. Marine
Corps Sunset Parade is consistently one
of the most favored events of Youth Tour
delegates.
We believe by investing in today’s
youth, we are investing in our—and your—
future. We know some of the brightest students reside right here in coastal Georgia,
and we want to give them an opportunity
to experience the past, present and future
of our country.
For many, it will inspire a
future in government or political science or even electric
cooperatives. One thing is certain: It is impossible to leave
Washington, D.C., without a
newfound appreciation for our
freedoms.
Possibly the best reason to
compete for a spot on Youth

Coastal Electric Cooperative

GEORGIA MAGAZINE

s-paid week in our nation’s capital
receive a $1,000 scholarship
Tour: It is 100 percent paid for by Coastal Electric
Cooperative. We pay for the flight, hotel accommodations, charter buses, tours and food. We even give
the winners an opportunity to earn extra spending
money for souvenirs. All you have to do is pack
your clothes, comfortable walking shoes, personal
items and excitement.
In addition to the trip, each winner of the
Washington Youth Tour competition will receive a
$1,000 scholarship. Delegates chosen as alternates
will each receive a $500 scholarship. But you’d better act fast; the deadline for entering is Feb. 20.

How to apply
Contact your school counselor or call
(912) 880-2235 to speak with Washington
Youth Tour Coordinator Robin Farthing.
Apply online at coastalemc.com/wyt.aspx.

Watch highlights of the Washington Youth Tour at
www.youtube.com/GeorgiaEMCYouthTour, then apply
online for the 2015 tour.

For the latest information on the tour, photos, reminders and
more, “like” the Coastal Electric Cooperative Facebook page.
Facebook.com/MyElectricCoop
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Coastal’s new smartphone app,
create your own home security system.
Insteon’s products work with the
app to send alerts, allow you to create
schedules, monitor the devices and of
course, directly control them. Belkin’s
entry falls under the name of WeMo
(www.belkin.com/us/p/P-F7C030/) and
offers similar functionality.
There are a lot more things your
smartphone can do. For those who are
Star Trek fans, think of Spock’s tricorder, that marvelous device that
allowed him to perform science magic
on alien planets. The smartphone is
bringing a tri-corder to everyone who
has an interest. With small attachments, you can do amazing things.
Camera buffs can use the Lumu Light
Meter (lu.mu) to calculate light conditions for precise photography. Or you
can simply download the LightMeter
app from Whitegoods to measure footcandle levels wherever you desire.
For a truly Spock-esque experience, delve into the Lapka
(mylapka.com/pem) world of Personal
Environment Monitoring. With these
modules and their app, you can meas-
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apidly rising college tuition and
fees make it more and more difficult for students to afford a higher
education. With many families facing financial hardships, college
applicants are increasingly looking
for ways to offset the costs of
obtaining a degree.
To ensure that students have the
opportunity to further their education, Coastal Electric Cooperative is
accepting applications for the Walter
Harrison Scholarship, a program
sponsored by Georgia’s 41 electric
cooperatives. The $1,000 scholarship
can be applied to academic
expenses at any accredited two- or
four-year university, college or
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Coastal Electric’s new mobile app
makes it easy to check your balance,
make a payment, monitor daily use or
even report a power outage.

ure organic (bacteria) levels, radiation, electromagnetic field and relative humidity. Or, if you want to

know how much heat is leaking
around your windows or if that manifold on the car is cool enough to
touch, you can choose between the
Seek (obtain.thermal.com/categorys/1818.htm) and Flir (flir.com/flirone/
atHome.cfm) offerings.
Other things that can be operated
by smartphones include: padlocks,
glucose monitors, door locks, lightbulbs, personal protection, pet monitors and more health apps than you
can shake a stick at. The list is practically endless!
The proliferation of apps means a
couple of things for smartphone users.
One, they will need more memory;
and two, at some point, there will be a
need to consolidate their apps to provide convenient control and monitoring. In an homage to J.R.R. Tolkien,
we will need one app to control them
all. An enterprising firm, Wink (www.
wink.com), is already at work to consolidate home control. In the meantime, grab your smartphone, an app
or two and see how you can shape
your world.

Local students encouraged to
apply for $1,000 scholarships
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vocational-technical institute in
Georgia.
Applicants must live in a household receiving electric service from
Coastal Electric Cooperative.
In 2015, Walter Harrison
Scholarships will be awarded to nine
students statewide who demonstrate
exceptional academic performance.
Factors for consideration include
grade-point average, SAT scores, academic standing, scholastic honors
and community involvement. A scholarship committee, composed of EMC
directors and managers, judges blind
applications and selects recipients
who excel in these areas and can
demonstrate financial need.
Coastal Electric Cooperative

Created in 1985 by the board of
directors of Georgia EMC, the scholarship pays tribute to the late Walter
Harrison, a pioneer in the rural electric
movement and a leader at local, state
and national levels in the electric
cooperative program. To date,
$162,500 has been awarded to 173
recipients via the Walter Harrison
Scholarship program.
To be eligible for the Walter
Harrison Scholarship during the 20152016 school year, students should contact Elizabeth Noles at Coastal Electric
Cooperative at (912) 880-4029 or visit
www.coastalemc.com and download
an application. Completed applications
are due by 5 p.m. Feb. 11.
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