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Coastal Electric is looking for
the next generation of leaders
BY F. WHIT HOLLOWELL JR., CEO

W

hat do 1,500 high school students, our nation’s capital and
electric cooperatives have in common? The Washington Youth Tour,
of course!
The Youth Tour was established
with one thought in mind—to inspire
our next generation of leaders.
Since 1964, more than 50,000 young
Americans have taken advantage of
this special opportunity offered by
their electric cooperative. Coastal
Electric Cooperative alone has sent
more than 100 students since 1981.
It all takes place in June, when
hundreds of electric co-ops across
the country send participants to
Washington, D.C., for a chance to
learn about the cooperative business
model and a full week of sightseeing. Participants have a chance to
meet with their elected officials
and discuss the issues
that are important
back home. Without
a doubt, Youth Tour
has grown into an
invaluable program
that gives young
Americans an experience that will stay with
them for the rest of their lives.
In February, Coastal Electric
Cooperative will begin the interview
process to select six local student
delegates for the 2016 Youth Tour.
If you are a high school junior
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In February, Coastal Electric
Cooperative will begin the interview
process to select six local student
delegates for the 2016 Youth Tour.

interested in traveling to
Washington, D.C., for the
trip of a lifetime, please
contact us for more
information.
If you know an exceptional
student who would be a great candidate for the program, please share
this article with him or her. Students
may apply through a simple online
form on our website, CoastalElectric.
Coop. From the applicants, a panel
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of judges will select finalists for a
personal interview at their school.
Then, six winners will be chosen.
In addition to the Washington,
D.C., trip, each of the Coastal
Electric students will receive a
$1,000 cash scholarship for their
first year at college.
Washington Youth Tour is so
much more than a sightseeing trip.
Students have repeatedly shared
that this experience has helped
them grow into successful professionals. It has also benefited our
local communities. Youth Tour participants return home with a deeper
understanding and skill set of what
it takes to be leader, and put these
skills to use in our community.
Help us find the next generation of leaders by sharing the Youth
Tour experience with a promising student. For more information
about Coastal Electric Cooperative’s
Youth Tour program, visit our website at CoastalElectric.Coop.

More Youth Tour coverage,
pages 24C-24F
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The next
generation
of power is here.
Announcing Coastal Electric
Renewables’ NEW solar project.
This Cooperative Solar Farm project provides our Members access to the benefits
of solar generated electricity without a large initial financial commitment.

Buy a block of solar energy for only $25 a month.
Every month, the energy output of your portion of our Cooperative Solar Farm
will be calculated and credited to your bill.
The solar project is located at Coastal Electric’s office headquarters in Midway easily visible from
U.S. Highway 17. The installation was built using all made-in-the-U.S. components.
We invite you to drive by and take a look.

✷ No up-front costs
✷ No maintenance
✷ No contracts
✷ No financing

Sign Up Now online @ CoastalElectric.coop
or call 912-884-3311. Sign-ups are on a first-come,
first-served basis.
Facebook.com/MyElectricCoop
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Add to the success stories:

H

Be a part of the

WASHINGTON YOUTH TOUR
DANIEL PECK STUDIOS

Far left: From left, Amanda Worden, Julianna Hensley, Corinna Shimalla, Cassandra
McCullough, McKaylin Darsey and Maegan
Anderson represented Coastal Electric Cooperative on the 2015 Washington Youth Tour.
Left: One of the special opportunities afforded
the Coastal delegates (along with chaperone
Patricia Haggray, front, center) is a meeting
with U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter (R-Ga.), representing the 1st Congressional District.

C

teer work. Gifted athletes. Beta Club.
National Honor Society. Eagle Scouts.
The list goes on and on.
Considering the rigorous application process (which varies by EMC),
it’s not surprising that the students
chosen as WYT delegates have such
impressive backgrounds. Some EMCs
test applicants on their knowledge
of electric cooperative history. Others receive recommendations from
school counselors. Many co-ops
conduct in-person interviews with
the best candidates.
A big reason why these delegates—who begin Washington Youth
Tour week as strangers—bond so
quickly and develop lasting friendships is that they are all driven to
succeed. Those biographies shown at
the kickoff banquet list the delegates’
college plans and career aspirations,
and it’s clear that all set the bar high
for themselves.

BETH McMILLAN

BYRON McCOMBS

ream of the crop. The best and
brightest. Upper echelon. High
achievers. Just about any superlative fits each year’s group of Georgia
delegates for the Washington Youth
Tour (WYT), sponsored by the state’s
electric membership corporations,
including Georgia EMC.
Every delegate’s accomplishments and interests are highlighted
during the kickoff banquet each
year, before the high school students begin their whirlwind week
of team-building, traveling, sightseeing, learning and bonding. There are
some common themes: Not only are
these young people very smart—and
polite—but they also do a lot. Active
in their churches. Busy with volun-

Above: Enjoying a sunset across from the Jefferson Memorial are McKaylin Darsey, left,
and Amanda Worden. Right: A trip to the White House is a highlight for, from left, Cassandra
McCullough, Maegan Anderson, Corinna Shimalla, Julianna Hensley, McKaylin Darsey and
Amanda Worden.
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Ready to count yourself among
the success stories? The 2016 Washington Youth Tour will be held June
9-16. For information, contact your
local electric cooperative.
Are you a Washington Youth Tour
alumna or alumnus? If so, we would love to
hear from you! Fill out a quick survey at
goo.gl/forms/eQM7kt6RT7.

HWashington Youth Tour
2016 tentative itinerary

June 9: Kickoff banquet, Atlanta
June 10: Team-building activities; flight to
Washington, D.C.

Dates TBD for the following activities:
• Tour and lunch at Mount Vernon; dinner
at Union Station; evening guided tour of
memorials; photo op of White House
• Guided tour of Lincoln, Korean War and
Vietnam Veterans memorials; Arlington
National Cemetery guided tour; dinner
performance of “Peter Pan” at Toby’s Dinner
Theatre in Columbia, Md.
• All States assembly; tour Smithsonian
museums; cruise on Potomac River
• Tour Supreme Court, U.S. Capitol and
Washington National Cathedral; Sunset
Parade at U.S. Marine Corps War Memorial
(Iwo Jima statue)
• Meet with Georgia’s congressional delegation; tour Newseum and Madame Tussauds
Wax Museum; All States farewell event
June 16: Return flight to Atlanta
Note: Itinerary subject to change
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WYT delegates—in their own words
Above: Coastal Electric’s student delegation tours Mount Vernon. From left are Maegan Anderson, Cassandra McCullough, Amanda Worden, McKaylin Darsey, Julianna Hensley and Corinna
Shimalla. Left: The delegates gather in Old Town Alexandria.
What lesson did you learn from the Washington Youth
Tour that you think will serve you best in life?

Do you think the Washington Youth Tour will help you
become a better leader? Why?

Kirsten Farmer, Diverse Power, LaGrange. The improved skill of communication will serve me throughout my
life. At the beginning of the week, you’re introduced to total
strangers, but through communication, you feel like one
huge family by the end of the week. Like . C

Chris Larkins, Jackson EMC, Jefferson. The Youth Tour
has tremendously helped me turn into the leader I have
always wanted to be. I had always known I had potential to
become an extraordinary leader, but on this trip I discovered
what was missing: passion. Like . C

Sinead O’Bryant, Habersham EMC, Clarkesville.
Apart from rising to a new level of patriotism for the USA,
one of the most practical lessons I have learned is to meet
new people “right”—to seek out connections with each
person and to become excellent at quickly attaching names
to faces. J

Meredith Gunter, Rayle EMC, Washington. Yes, because
it gave me the opportunity to be with 110 other leaders from
all over Georgia. I got to see how they were successful leaders, so I could expand on my leadership abilities. Like . C
Caroline Sweat, Washington EMC, Sandersville. Growing up, I always struggled with being shy. However, this trip
forces you to constantly go outside your comfort zone, which
I sincerely appreciated. This trip pushed me to do more and
become more, which is what being a leader is all about. J

Kristen Atkins, Hart EMC, Hartwell. I learned from one
of my fellow delegates that we each have a small candle,
but when joined together, we shine so bright. Like . C
Rosie Simpkins, Planters EMC, Millen. When you’re
taken away from everyone you know and thrown into the
arms of the leaders, chaperones and 110 other like-minded
individuals, you will learn, you will grow, you will love, you
will ache and you will cry all kinds of tears. I learned indescribable lessons from my experience with these people. J
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Greg McKenzie, Altamaha EMC, Lyons. The people
around me on the Youth Tour gave off a sense of drive in their
lives, and you just knew that a majority of them will be successful later in life. Being around people like this motivated
me to work harder and be the leader in my community that I
know I can be. Like . C

Min Lim, Coweta-Fayette EMC, Palmetto. Out of numerous lessons, I have learned to give interminable respect and
gratitude to the ones who have fought for what we take
advantage of today—freedom. Like . C

Carrianna Simmons, Central Georgia EMC, Jackson.
From the tour, I learned that it’s so important to be kind and
accepting to everyone, no matter their backgrounds or opinions. This skill will help gain the respect of your peers and
those you are trying to lead. Like . C

Jacob Duke, Irwin EMC, Ocilla. To cherish every
moment with your friends. The Youth Tour opened great
opportunities to meet new people around the country and
showed me I’m not the only one interested in a specific
subject, such as law and other degrees. Like . C

Kerri Cheek, Georgia EMC, Tucker. Yes, because it showed
me that I can stand up for what I believe and what I think is
right without people thinking I’m weird or stupid. That doesn’t
matter in being a leader, and the tour has helped me see that
in a different light. Like . C
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The 2015 Washington Youth Tour

Tour photographer relishes
‘dream come true’ H

BYRON McCOMBS

Every family has one—the designated photographer on
vacations and for gatherings and special occasions. That person
spends much of the time looking through a camera viewfinder (or
at a phone) to capture every photo op for posterity. Except for the
kindness of a passing stranger (or, these days, a selfie stick),
there might be no evidence the photographer was even there.
Byron McCombs has served four years in that capacity for
Georgia’s Washington Youth Tour (WYT) family. McCombs, staff assistant at Blue Ridge Mountain EMC in Young Harris, went on three
tours as a chaperone before he was asked to step into the new
role of trip photographer. “To spend time with the caliber of young
people selected to attend the tour—while surrounded by our
country’s history—is a dream come true,” says the former history
teacher and youth minister.
It’s difficult enough just to keep up with the weeklong tour’s
breakneck pace and the many logistical obstacles of moving 120
people (counting students and chaperones) through Washington,
D.C. But that’s just part of the challenge. “There’s no problem
taking plenty of beautiful pictures in the nation’s capital,” says McCombs. “It’s trying to get photos of the students with other students
from their sponsoring EMCs in front of a historical landmark that
presents the real challenge.”
Electric cooperatives in Georgia use the photos taken by
McCombs in their newsletters published in GEORGIA Magazine
and can distribute them to local media to accompany stories promoting the Washington Youth Tour.
Each year brings a new group of exceptional students, and
the opportunity to interact with them is what draws McCombs
back. “Each of them has a story to tell, and I like hearing them—
where they come from, how they got where they are and where
they think they are going,” he says.
McCombs’ contributions to the Youth Tour go far beyond
photographs. “Byron’s knowledge and background as a history
teacher enrich the group’s experience, and his witty sense of humor has caused many uncontrollable bouts of laughter,” says Gale
Cutler, tour director for Georgia EMC. “The students love him, and I
am so thankful that he is involved with the Washington Youth Tour.”

Michael Smith, Georgia’s 2014 Youth Leadership Council representative,
mans the selfie stick as 2015 Washington Youth Tour delegates, chaperones and leaders converge for a group photo during team-building
exercises in Atlanta. Smith was a delegate from Jackson EMC.

H

What one piece of advice would you give to potential
Washington Youth Tour delegates?
Kaleb Todd, Canoochee EMC, Reidsville. If you are
chosen, do every last thing you can to enjoy the trip. You
may think a week with strangers is a long time, but after the
second day, those strangers will be family, and family time is
like lightning! It strikes rarely, but when it does, it’s always a
rush of energy! Like . C
Mary Beth McDermitt, Carroll EMC, Carrollton. Talk
to everyone, but be yourself! Even if you don’t think that you
will be friends with someone because of how different you
are, go talk to them. Like . C
Kirtan Parekh, Jackson EMC, Jefferson. Make the most
of the people who surround you, not necessarily the things.
Yes, while in the nation’s capital, take advantage of that,
but those monuments will be there forever. The people that
you’re with, they won’t necessarily be there with you for
more than a week. Make sure to embrace that and really
learn every person’s story. J
Kaitlin Giddens, Ocmulgee EMC, Eastman. Definitely
don’t be afraid to talk to everyone. The people on this tour
are the best of the best and won’t judge you for anything you
do. Like . C

Connor Poole, Jefferson Energy, Wrens. Get ready for
the most jam-packed, activity-filled, fun week of your life,
while running on four and a half hours of sleep every night.
Also, be ready to develop lifelong friendships. J
January 2016
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Jake Williams, Oconee EMC, Dudley. The biggest impact
on my life from this trip has been through the people I met
from Georgia. I’ve never been an emotional person, but I
cried after leaving the airport in Atlanta when it was over. It
seems strange to think that spending only a week with these
people has left me with friends that will last a lifetime. J
Tour photographer Byron McCombs, center, enjoys
a rare moment in front of the camera with a group
of 2015 Washington Youth Tour delegates.
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A number of former Washington Youth Tour (WYT) delegates followed a path that led
them to military service. Here’s a look at a few:

Tara Wickersham Miles

Blue Ridge Mountain EMC, 2010 WYT delegate
• Graduated in May 2015 from the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point with a degree in kinesiology.
• Graduated in December 2015 from Basic Officer Leaders Course
(BOLC) in Fort Sill, Okla.; air defense officer.

“My time at West Point taught me a lot about leadership and life. Following freshman year, I attended Air

Tara Wickersham Miles with her father,
Retired Lt. Col. Daniel Wickersham.

Assault School, where I learned a great deal about transporting equipment via helicopters and rappelled 90 feet
from a helicopter.
“Going into my junior year, I was put in charge of
new cadets as they began their first summer at West
Point. That is where I met my husband. The following
summer, I spent two weeks learning infantry tactics in
the mountains of New York and later shadowed a second lieutenant in South Korea for three weeks. My senior
year, I was a leader in the Professional Military Ethics
Education program.
“I was lucky enough to marry my best friend,
Nicholas Miles, a fellow West Point graduate, this past
summer. My husband and I will be stationed at Aberdeen
Proving Grounds, Md.”
About the WYT: “I made great friends, and I learned
a great deal from the experience. I hope this trip continues to help develop young leaders like it helped me.”

Hannah Masterson Warren

Okefenoke Rural EMC, 2008 WYT delegate

Jimmy Warren

Oconee EMC, 2008 WYT delegate
When Hannah and Jimmy met on the 2008 WYT,
they realized they had some things in common: They
both lived in the country and were very active in the
National FFA Organization. They started dating in 2011
and were married in 2014, before Jimmy was deployed
to Afghanistan. They now live in Macclenny, Fla.

Hannah and
Jimmy Warren

Hannah:
• Graduated from Florida Gateway College in Lake City, Fla., in 2013;
studying public safety management at Florida State College in
Jacksonville.
• Assigned to the Florida Medical Detachment with the Joint Force
Headquarters out of Camp Blanding Joint Training Center in
Starke, Fla.

“Being a Navy brat, I was raised to have a high
respect for all military. In 2012, I joined the Florida
Army National Guard. After completing my training as a
68W-Health Care Specialist, I returned to my unit out of
Tallahassee, Fla. Since then, I have a different assignment.
I received my emergency medical technician certification.”
About the WYT: “The Youth Tour allowed me to
really blossom and become more outgoing. I learned some
great lessons on creating teams, friendship and partnerships. My sergeants know they can entrust me with a task,
and it will get done with some great teamwork.”
24F
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Jimmy:
• Graduated in 2010 from West Laurens High School in Dexter.
• Assigned to Delta Company, 1-169th General Support Aviation
Battalion out of Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah.

“I was fascinated with jets from a young age and
always wanted to be a fighter pilot, but poor vision
prevented that dream. So I went for the next-best thing:
working on helicopters. The two jobs I hold are classified as a 15B-Aircraft Powerplant Repairer and 15U-CH47 Helicopter Repairer.”
About the WYT: “I have been able to use some of the
leadership techniques acquired on the trip to lead my
soldiers. The most important ability I have taken from the
Youth Tour is the cohesion portion. To be a great leader,
you have to have that connection to make the mission
run smoothly.”
Coastal Electric Cooperative
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Coastal Electric opens customer
service center in Richmond Hill
BY J. MARK BOLTON, VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Bolton

A

fter Jan. 4, many Coastal Electric
Cooperative members who live
in east Liberty or south Bryan counties will appreciate the convenience
of Coastal Electric’s new customer
service center at 3700 U.S. Highway
17, near the I-95 interchange in
Richmond Hill.
The building, formerly the Bryan
Bank and Trust branch office and
operations center, is next door
to Food Lion. Members will have
access to a drive-through window,
a secure night payment box and a
walk-in payment lobby.
“Our aim is to have a member service facility as close to our
members as possible,” says Coastal
Electric CEO Whit Hollowell.
In addition to the member services lobby, Coastal Electric will also
be opening a Solar Energy Resource
Center, where members can come
to learn and ask questions about
renewable-energy opportunities for
their home.
“We want to be the trusted information resource for our members

who are considering solar energy
as an option
for their home,”
says Hollowell.
“Whether they are
seeking information for on-site
rooftop solar or
subscribing to
Coastal Electric’s
own Cooperative
Solar Farm, our
Solar Energy
Resource Center
will become a free
one-stop resource
for our members.”
Coastal’s headquarters, and its
only office, has
Coastal Electric’s new member service center will be
convenient to members traveling through Richmond Hill
been in Midway
along Highway 17.
for most of the
co-op’s 75-year
high degree of redundancy for our
existence. While the Midway office
data networks, and it will serve as a
is near the geographic center of the
disaster recovery location should a
service territory, it is not convenient
storm, fire or other disaster destroy
to the majority of members. The
our headquarters facility.
new Richmond Hill
To introduce members to our
office will be along
the daily commuting new facility, the co-op is offering the
opportunity for a residential member
path of more than
to receive his or her February elechalf our members.
tricity for free! Just stop by, visit our
The Midway
new office lobby and register to win.
office will not close
The free electricity for February is
or be scaled back
limited only to residential accounts.
in any way. The
You may register as many times as
warehouse, engiyou like, but only once per day. The
neering, operations
last day to register will be Jan. 29.
and dispatch center
The drawing will be at our grand
will remain fully
staffed and continue opening event Feb. 1.
See the February issue of
to operate as usual.
At Coastal’s Solar Energy Resource Center, members
GEORGIA Magazine for more details
Having a second
can learn more about the opportunities for solar power
for their home.
of our grand opening.
facility affords us a
January 2016
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Electric Cooperative, Published
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Green Power EMC dedicates
20 MW Georgia solar facility
87,000-panel solar plant will serve
27 electric cooperatives across Georgia

Find us online:
CoastalElectric.Coop

Business office hours

Open 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and until 5 p.m.
on Friday, except for holidays.

Report outages
Call us at (800) 421-2343

Board of Directors
Stephen Mullice
President, Liberty County

Jack Waters
Vice President, Liberty County
Barbara Davis
Sec./Treas., McIntosh County
W.L. Bland
McIntosh County
Kyle Christiansen
Bryan County
Johnny Kearns
McIntosh County
Ken Luke
Bryan County
Laura McGee
Bryan County
John Woods III
Liberty County

Coastal Electric Cooperative,
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,
is a not-for-profit, member-owned
power cooperative providing
electricity to the people of Bryan,
Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.
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From left, Green Power EMC CEO Jeff Pratt, Coastal Electric Vice President of
Engineering and Operations Chris Fettes and CEO Whit Hollowell symbolically flip
the switch that connects a 20-megawatt solar-generating facility in Jeff Davis County,
in southeast Georgia near Hazlehurst.

C

onstruction was recently completed on a 20-megawatt (MW)
ground-based solar facility at
Hazlehurst. The solar farm, situated
on a 135-acre tract, includes about
87,000 solar panels. This makes it
one of the largest solar-generating
facilities in Georgia.
The solar facility is expected to
produce more than 43,000 megawatt
hours of clean, renewable energy
annually, enough to offset 30,000
metric tons of greenhouse gas
emissions.
Coastal Electric members who
subscribe to our $25 per month

www.CoastalElectric.coop
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Cooperative Solar offer are receiving
power sourced from this facility, as
well at the co-op’s smaller facility in
Midway.
Green Power EMC is also planning a second solar facility in Jeff
Davis County. That project, a 52-MW
solar-generating facility, is expected
to go into service in 2016.
Coastal Electric Cooperative
CEO Whit Hollowell says he is
excited to participate in Green
Power EMC’s first large solar project,
which will help produce enough
energy for about 3,000 electric
co-op households.
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