M E MBER NEWS LETTE R

SE P T E MB E R 2 0 1 5

Caring about youth
is the cooperative way
Coastal Electric is invested in youth
education and engagement programs
BY F. WHIT HOLLOWELL JR., CEO

E

known. You may have participated
in the tour when you were a teenager, or perhaps your child applied
to be a part of the program. But
electric cooperatives’ influence on
our young members’ lives goes far
beyond the WYT.
At Coastal Electric Cooperative,
we are invested in youth education
and engagement programs throughout our community. One example
is our Bright Ideas classroom grants
available to teachers to fund their
innovative ideas for learning. In
August, teachers were invited to
apply online through the Coastal
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arlier this summer, Coastal Electric
Cooperative sent six local students to Washington, D.C., as part
of the Washington Youth Tour
(WYT). Young people who experience the WYT have the opportunity
to explore our nation’s capital, make
lasting friendships, learn a bit about
how our government operates and
see the impact electric cooperatives
have on the legislative process.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of Georgia’s participation in the
Washington Youth Tour, one of the
programs for which electric cooperatives across the country are best

These six rising seniors represented Coastal Electric Cooperative in June on the
Washington Youth Tour, a weeklong leadership experience. In addition, each won
a $1,000 scholarship. From left are Cassandra McCullough and Maegan Anderson,
both of McIntosh County; Corinna Shimalla, Bryan County; Julianna Hensley and
McKaylin Darsey, both of Liberty County; and Amanda Worden, Bryan County.
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Electric Cooperative website to compete for grants of up to $2,000 each.
The Bright Ideas program
encourages teachers to develop
creative, innovative programs that
might not otherwise be funded
through the school system. Since the
program’s inception in 2002, more
than $200,000 has been awarded to
local teachers. Bright Ideas is funded
with the voluntary contributions of
our members through Operation
Round Up.
Another example is the
Touchstone Energy Scholarships.
This year, we funded six $5,000
scholarships for local students to
attend technical colleges and
universities.
And we’re not the only ones getting involved. We are happy to be a
part of the broader co-op community, which strives to provide young
Americans with safety and educational programs during the summer
and throughout the year. Here’s how
some of them are getting young
people involved.
Electric co-ops in several states,
including Wyoming, Colorado,
Continued on page 30B
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Investing in youth,
Kansas and Utah, run summer
camps that teach children about the
cooperative business model. In fact,
they get to create and run a co-op
for the summer! They pay their dues
(50 cents) to become a part of the
cooperative and proceed to handle
co-op business—from voting on
board members and choosing a general manager to setting prices and
determining inventory for their chosen business.
Some Missouri co-ops take students to the state capital so they can
see their state government at work.
These programs allow students to
create a mock state Senate, where
they can write and pass laws. They
learn more than just how a bill
becomes a law; they gain practical
experience, leadership skills and a
desire to work hard for their future.
Still other programs give young
people a taste of what it is like to
be a co-op employee. In Virginia,
an electric co-op hosts “A Day in
the Life of a Lineman,” which educates children on the technical skills
needed for this complex profession
and teaches them proper safety
techniques.
There are many great co-op

Continued from page 30A

Georgia’s electric co-ops are strong supporters of FFA programs in our local
schools. The organization’s 2015-16 state officers came to Coastal Electric last
month as a part of their business and industry tour through southeast Georgia.
From left are Billy Kirk, lead line technician; Avery Duncan, Franklin County FFA
Chapter; Ian Bennett, Lowndes County FFA Chapter; Andy Kate McCannon,
Oconee County FFA Chapter; Lucouis Hodges, Peach County FFA Chapter; and
Jake Horton, operations coordinator.

programs that focus on youth education and engagement. But what they
all have in common, no matter how
big or small, is that electric cooperatives come together for a common
cause, not only to teach our youth
what sets cooperatives apart, but
also to enable them to see and reach
their potential.

Brandi Eastlake of McIntosh County Middle School was one of the
teachers who received a Bright Ideas grant from the Coastal Electric
Cooperative Foundation in October 2014. A total of $22,000 was awarded
to 16 teachers last year.
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At Coastal Electric Cooperative,
we want to make sure we are working for our members. Do you have
youth programs that you would like
to see the co-op implement? Let us
know by emailing me (whit.
hollowell@coastalemc.com), or calling me at (912) 884-3311. I’d love to
hear your ideas.

Watch our Bright Ideas video at tinyurl.com/
og6cm9o as we surprise 16 local teachers with
news they have won their grants. Damon
Smith of Richmond Hill High School received
$1,999.96 for his project, “Integrating Science
Technology Engineering and Math (STEM)
Activities through Robotics.”
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A place where your shopping
dollar helps children in need
BY ELIZABETH NOLES

community that they moved from the
warehouse to a storefront property in
Darien. In 2011, the boutique moved
to its current location—the Darien
Outlet Mall.
“It warms my heart to be a part
of helping the children. It’s something I’ve always wanted to do,” says
Branch, who has several volunteers
help her run the store.
Because the boutique is a registered Internal Revenue Service 501(c)
(3) organization, donations may be
tax deductible. The business donates
all proceeds to Morningstar Children
and Families Services Inc. In turn,
quality services are provided in a caring, supportive and safe environment
Continued on page 30D
These volunteers have each spent 10 to 13 years raising funds for the Morningstar
Youth Estate in Darien through thrift shop sales at Morningstar Attic Thrift
Boutique. From left are Sandi Duncan, Mary Ann McIntosh, Linda McFee and
Pat Hodges. Not pictured: Rheba Holton and Rena Hyers.

A

unique thrift boutique that
opened 20 years ago is still a
great idea. Patrons of Morningstar
Attic Thrift Boutique say they feel
rewarded knowing the money they
spend is helping children in residential treatment at Morningstar Youth
Estate in Darien.
“All proceeds go to help the
children and youth served at the
Youth Estate campus who have
emotional/behavioral disorders and
intellectual disabilities,” says boutique Manager Becky Branch.
Shoppers can find new and
used items that have been donated
by individuals and businesses such
as Ella’s in Richmond Hill and
McCurdy’s on Main in Glennville.
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‘A visit to this local thrift
store is better than going to
a large garage sale.’
Shoppers are sure to find
“must-haves” every time they visit—
from clothes to kitchenware, holiday
items, home décor, even tools. “A
visit to this local thrift store is better
than going to a large garage sale,”
says Branch.
The project started 20 years
ago in a warehouse in Brunswick.
A group of Christian men got
together, saw the need and seized
the opportunity. They received such
an outpouring of support from the
Coastal Electric Cooperative

Shoppers can find new and used items
that have been donated by individuals
and businesses like Ella’s in Richmond
Hill and McCurdy’s on Main in
Glennville.
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Local thrift store,
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to promote positive behavioral changes in the people they serve. Some
of the programs include residential care, mental health services, therapeutic foster care and Morningstar Academy.
The not-for-profit
Morningstar Attic
Thrift Boutique, in the
Darien Outlet Mall,
donates all proceeds
to help children and
youth served at the
Morningstar Youth
Estate campus who
have emotional/behavioral disorders and
intellectual disabilities.

Find us online:
CoastalElectric.coop

Business office hours

Open 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and until 5 p.m.
on Friday, except for holidays.

Report outages
Call us at (800) 421-2343

Board of Directors
Steve Mullice
President, Liberty County

Jack Waters
Vice President, Liberty County
Barbara Davis
Sec./Treas., McIntosh County
W.L. Bland
McIntosh County

Morningstar Attic Thrift
Boutique is open Monday
through Saturday, 10 a.m4:45 p.m. A part of the Co-op
Connections business family,
the store offers a 10 percent
discount to Coastal Electric
Cooperative members who
present their Co-op
Connections Card.

Kyle Christiansen
Bryan County
Johnny Kearns
McIntosh County
Ken Luke
Bryan County
Laura McGee
Bryan County
John Woods III
Liberty County

Coastal Electric Cooperative,
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,
is a not-for-profit, member-owned
power cooperative providing
electricity to the people of Bryan,
Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.
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Looking for an easy efficiency upgrade? Additional insulation can
make a difference! The Department of Energy estimates you can reduce
heating and cooling needs up to 30 percent by properly insulating and
weatherizing your home.
—Source: energy.gov
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