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Where will the young go?
… or will they stay?
How co-ops can make a difference

BY F. WHIT HOLLOWELL JR., CEO

I

n June, Coastal Electric Cooperative
will send six high school juniors
to the nation’s capital for the annual
Washington Youth Tour. There they
will join more than 1,600 high school
students from rural areas around
the country. As in past years, it is
expected these young people will
have the trip of their lives.
The delegates will meet U.S.
senators and representatives, hear
from co-op leaders, see the U.S.
Capitol, Arlington National Cemetery,
Smithsonian Institution museums and
meet hundreds of students just like
them. They will return home filled

‘What should young
people do with their lives
today? Many things,
obviously. But the most
daring thing is to create
stable communities …’
—Kurt Vonnegut, author

with great memories. Then what?
Where will the young go? Will they
leave the place they’ve called home?
Or will they stay to help create

These young women were chosen to represent their schools and the members
of Coastal Electric Cooperative on the Washington Youth Tour last year. Before
departing from Atlanta for Washington, D.C., they made a stop at the Little White
House in Warm Springs.
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stable communities?
Nearly 60 percent of rural counties shrank in population in 2013,
up from 40 percent in the 1990s.
While some economists might see
this as simply the “market” acting
efficiently, we know communities
like ours cannot survive if this trend
continues. According to a study on
rural youth migration, many young
people living in rural areas have a
negative view of their communities
when compared to major urban centers. There is a perception that rural
areas offer limited economic and
social opportunities. As we all know,
your perception is your reality.
Cooperatives are a business
model. But unlike investor-owned
companies that focus almost exclusively on turning a profit, cooperatives serve both an economic and
social purpose. So if the cooperative is operating in concert with our
seven cooperative principles and
values, we can change the perception that rural areas offer limited
opportunities.
Continued on page 20B
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Before installing solar panels, know the facts
S
o you’re thinking about installing
solar panels on your roof, but
you have some questions. Coastal
Electric Cooperative can help.
Across the country, often in places
once written off as unsuitable for
solar development, member-owned
electric co-ops are finding ways to
bring the benefits of solar to their
members.
Coastal Electric is working on
a project with Green Power EMC
to make solar power a simpler and
more affordable option. As with
any other major purchase, it’s vital
that members research their options
carefully. Here are a few facts you
should know:
The cost of photovoltaic (PV)
panels has dropped dramatically in
the past few years, but this doesn’t
mean residential rooftop solar
makes sense for everyone.
Members should know, for
example, that even houses with
large solar arrays still need the utility. When PV panels are not supplying enough power for your home,
the electric grid makes up the difference, and when the panels are producing more electricity than needed,
the excess goes back to the grid.
Because the sun doesn’t shine
at night, and some days are cloudy,
almost all members will still rely on

the electric grid unless they have
backup power from a generator or
battery. If the power goes out, for
safety reasons—the solar system
will disconnect to prevent power
from feeding back onto lines being
repaired.
For some consumer-members,
rooftop solar simply won’t be a viable option. Some houses have too
much shade, which is great for saving money on air-conditioning—but
bad for solar. Some roofs face north
or do not have sufficient flat space
to install solar panels.
For these consumer-members,
participating in Coastal Electric

Co-ops making a difference,
We can ensure that young people know and understand they have
a critically important role to play
in our community. Coastal Electric
Cooperative was created to improve
the quality of life in rural areas by
providing safe, reliable and affordable electricity. While that mission
has been accomplished, it needs to
be maintained and expanded.
Sending our best and brightest
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Continued from page 20A

We’re committed to
engaging youth in our
community.
to Washington, D.C., for a week is
a wonderful first step, but we need
to take the next step. We’re committed to engaging youth in our

www.CoastalElectric.coop

Cooperative’s community solar project will make more sense. Due to the
economies of scale, a utility-owned
solar array can provide more electricity at a cost that is almost always
cheaper than a residential system.
Also, by participating in utilityowned solar, homeowners can avoid
the headache of installing a new
electrical system on the roof. Nor do
they need to worry about the safety
of such systems.
Watch this newsletter for an
announcement later this summer with
the details of our project. Meanwhile,
if you have questions call us or email
mark.bolton@coastalemc.com.

Coastal Electric Cooperative

community through local leadership
academies that we sponsor.
Ensuring that everyone in our
community is working together to
find economic and social opportunities for them to stay in our community is our challenge. Together, we
can do this. Since none of us is as
smart as all of us, we welcome your
thoughts. Write to us at whit.hollowell
@coastalemc.com.
GEORGIA MAGAZINE

Coastal Electric Cooperative
75th Anniversary Meeting set for June 4
WTOC’s Sonny Dixon to emcee

M

ark it on your calendar. June 4
is the date for the 75th Annual
Meeting of the Members of Coastal
Electric Cooperative. The meeting will be held at Midway Middle
School gym on Edgewater Drive in
Midway.
Coastal Electric, again this year,
will award more than $1,000 in cash
prizes and an abundance of gifts
and appliances for the home or
shop. Every member who registers
will receive a valuable door prize
and will have a chance to win in
the prize drawing at the end of the
meeting. You certainly won’t go
away empty-handed!
Registration will begin
at 8 a.m. and the annual
business meeting
will call to order
at 10:30 a.m.
This year,
three incumbent Coastal
Electric
Cooperative
directors
(representing
Bryan, Liberty
and McIntosh counties) are seeking re-election to their
respective board seat. All three are
unopposed.
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WTOC television anchor Sonny Dixon, left, returns to emcee the Coastal Electric
Annual Meeting June 4. Last year, Allen Fillingame, center, of Midway, was one of the
winners of a $1,000 cash grand prize presented by CEO Whit Hollowell.

Members who wish to be represented at the meeting but cannot
attend may give their proxy to
another member who will
attend and vote in their
stead on any business
matters that might
come before the
members. Any
member who
attends the
meeting may
cast their
own vote and
no more than
three proxies given them by
other members. Proxy forms are
available from the Coastal Electric
office; however, one will be mailed
Coastal Electric Cooperative

to each member near the end of
May, bound in the June issue of
GEORGIA Magazine.
The co-op is governed by a
nine-person board elected by the
members each year at our Annual
Meeting. The directors each serve
a three-year term, but those terms
are staggered so that only three
director positions are up for election each year. The directors are
chosen, three each, from the counties of Bryan, Liberty and McIntosh.
They, however, are elected “atlarge.” All members, regardless of
where they live, can vote on each
of the director candidates.
Go to www.CoastalElectric.
Coop for the latest information on
the Annual Meeting.
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Official Publication of Coastal
Electric Cooperative, Published
Monthly for All Members
J. Mark Bolton, Editor
Coastal Electric Cooperative
1265 S. Coastal Highway
P.O. Box 109
Midway, GA 31320
(912) 880-2226, direct line
mark.bolton@coastalemc.com

Find us online:

Official Notice
Annual Meeting of Members
To the Members of Coastal Electric Cooperative:

N

otice is hereby given that the 2015 Annual Meeting of Members of
Coastal Electric Cooperative will be held Thursday, June 4, 2015, at
the Midway Middle School Gym, 425 Edgewater Drive, Midway in Liberty
County, beginning at 10:30 a.m. to take action on the following matters:

CoastalElectric.coop

1. Determination of a quorum
2. Reading of the notice of the meeting and proof of mailing
3. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting.
4. Presentation and consideration of reports of officers and directors
5. Report of the Nominating Committee
6.	Election of three directors for terms of three years to fill the expiring
terms for a Bryan County, Liberty County and McIntosh County seat
on the board
7. Unfinished business
8. New business
9. Adjournment

Business office hours

Open 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and until 5 p.m.
on Friday, except for holidays.

Report outages
Call us at (800) 421-2343

Board of Directors
Steve Mullice
President, Liberty County

Jack Waters
Vice President, Liberty County
Barbara Davis
Sec./Treas., McIntosh County
W.L. Bland
McIntosh County

I

n accordance with the cooperative’s Bylaws, the following members have been nominated by the Nominating Committee, consisting of Donna Moore, Barbara Smith, Jerry A. Adkins, Donna
Popour and Thomas Wallace.

Kyle Christiansen
Bryan County
Johnny Kearns
McIntosh County
Ken Luke
Bryan County
Laura McGee
Bryan County
John Woods III
Liberty County

Coastal Electric Cooperative,
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,
is a not-for-profit, member-owned
power cooperative providing
electricity to the people of Bryan,
Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.

Ken Luke
Bryan County

Jack Waters
Liberty County

John Kearns
McIntosh County

Incumbent

Incumbent

Incumbent

By Order of the Secretary of the Board
Barbara Davis
Secretary/Treasurer
Coastal Electric Cooperative
Board of Directors
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