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Becoming a co-op voter
When was the last time you voted?
BY F. WHIT HOLLOWELL JR., CEO

F

or member-owned electric cooperatives, voting is in our DNA.
It’s how we maintain an electric
utility that is responsive to the
members it serves. But voting also
plays a crucial part in our representative democracy.
Federal, state and local elections offer an opportunity to exercise a civic responsibility—to select
the best leaders for our communities. Yet in places all over America,
even those served by electric cooperatives, citizens aren’t exercising
that right. In the 2012 national elections, voter turnout dropped overall, but the decline in rural counties
was 18 percent—twice that of the
nation as a whole.
When voters fail to go to the
polls, they lose the opportunity to
communicate their concern to their
leaders about the issues that matter
to them where they work, live and
raise families.
Reliable electricity, access to
rural broadband and the quality
of our health care system are just
a few issues we all care about.
Still, they become priorities only if
enough people show elected officials that they are paying attention.
Registering to vote and voting are
the most effective ways to send this
message.
When we go to the polls
with the cooperative principle of
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Concern for Community in mind, we
instantly improve our political system. It’s a system designed to produce a government “of the people,
by the people and for the people.”
People like you and me.
I’d like you to join me in a new
initiative to get every eligible person registered to vote—you, me,
our family and friends—and take
the pledge to BECOME A CO-OP
VOTER.
Coastal Electric Cooperative has
joined America’s electric cooperatives in launching a campaign to
help get out the vote and include
issues important to co-ops into the
public discussion. Called “Co-ops
Vote,” this effort will help boost
voter turnout in areas served by
cooperatives across the country to
ensure that our voices are heard
loud and clear every day, especially
on Election Day.
Coastal Electric Cooperative

Here’s what you can do to
help. Visit the Co-ops Vote website,
www.vote.coop, and take the pledge
to BECOME A CO-OP VOTER to
support your community and electric cooperative when casting your
vote in November. The website will
give you information on Georgia’s
elected officials and candidates, the
Georgia voter registration process,
election dates and locations and
background about eight key co-op
issues we want our elected leaders to understand: rural broadband
access, hiring and honoring veterans, low-income energy assistance,
Continued on page 28D

28A

Electric cooperatives lead utility
efforts in developing community solar
A

s more U.S. consumers consider
investing in solar energy, a new
report from the Consumer Federation
of America (CFA) makes a strong
case for community solar.
As photovoltaic (PV) solar panels
have dropped in price, more homeowners are installing them on their
roof or ground-mounting them on
their property. In 2013, some 100,000
homeowners had installed solar panels; 18 months later, that number had
quadrupled.
But nearly half of U.S. households have homes not suitable for
residential solar, either because they
rent or own a condo or because their
houses lack adequate sunlight or the
right type of roof.
Community Solar, recently
launched by Coastal Electric, is available to anyone who wants to invest.
Our plan allows you to choose just
the right amount of solar energy
from our off-site energy facilities. As
a Community Solar subscriber, you’ll
receive clean, affordable, renewable
solar energy directly from our portfolio of solar energy resources.
The monthly output from each
share varies depending on the position of the sun, time of year and
number of cloudy days. Therefore,
you receive different amounts of
solar energy each month based on
the available sunlight and performance of the solar facility.
At Coastal Electric we sell the
electricity generated by the array in
“power blocks.” A “power block”
costs $25.
All Community Solar projects
allow anyone to participate and
share the benefits, as well as the
costs. The CFA research identifies
several benefits of this model for
co-op members.
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This Community Solar project, outside Coastal Electric Cooperative’s office on
U.S. Hwy. 17 at Midway, is the first of several that will be constructed throughout
the four-county service territory. The next will be built in Eulonia, at the co-op’s
Sapelo Substation.

1.	Larger, centralized community
arrays can benefit from economies of scale, producing power
that is less costly than electricity
provided by individual rooftop
solar arrays. According to the MIT
Energy Initiative, “the per kilowatt-hour cost of electricity generated by residential PV is much
higher than that from utility-scale
plants.”
2.	In a Community Solar project, the
utility or developer, not the member, is responsible for the installation and maintenance of the solar
panels.
3.	The community-owned model
eliminates some of the difficulties
that arise when members without
residential arrays end up paying
more of the utility’s basic infrastructure and maintenance costs.

www.CoastalElectric.coop
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According to the CFA white
paper, “electric cooperatives have
led utility efforts in developing
community solar projects. These
projects reflect strong interest and
participation of their residential
customers, who as members also
have the final say about investment
decisions.”
The numbers back up CFA’s
assessment. Electric co-ops in 39
states have community solar projects that are already online or in
the planning stages.
An explanation for this growth
isn’t hard to find. Electric co-ops
embrace a business model that is
open to participation by all members. For co-ops, locally sourced,
at-cost community power just
makes sense.
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Don’t TOY with your SAFETY
When you are playing outdoors, keep a safe distance from power lines, substations
and other equipment Coastal Electric uses to send electricity to your home.

F

lying remote-controlled toys is a great way to have fun, but accidentally making
contact with a power line or other electrical equipment can be dangerous and in
some cases, even deadly.
•
•
•
•
•

Never fly kites or remote-controlled toys near power lines.
Stay away from power lines, meters, transformers and electrical boxes.
Never climb trees near power lines.
If you get something stuck in a power line, call Coastal Electric.
Never touch or go near a downed power line.
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Becoming a co-op voter,
Official Publication of Coastal
Electric Cooperative, Published
Monthly for All Members
J. Mark Bolton, Editor
Coastal Electric Cooperative
1265 S. Coastal Highway
P.O. Box 109
Midway, GA 31320
(912) 880-2226, direct line
mark.bolton@coastalemc.com

Find us online:
CoastalElectric.Coop

Business office hours

Open 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and until 5 p.m.
on Friday, except for holidays.

Report outages
Call us at (800) 421-2343

Board of Directors
Stephen Mullice
President, Liberty County

Jack Waters
Vice President, Liberty County
Barbara Davis
Sec./Treas., McIntosh County
W.L. Bland
McIntosh County
Kyle Christiansen
Bryan County
Johnny Kearns
McIntosh County
Ken Luke
Bryan County
Laura McGee
Bryan County
John Woods III
Liberty County

Coastal Electric Cooperative,
your Touchstone Energy® Partner,
is a not-for-profit, member-owned
power cooperative providing
electricity to the people of Bryan,
Liberty, Long and McIntosh counties.
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Continued from page 28A
cybersecurity, water regulation,
rural health care access, affordable
and reliable energy, and renewable
energy.
Co-ops Vote is a nonpartisan
program. With 42 million members
across the nation, electric co-ops

are a powerful voice on national
issues that have a local impact.
If you have any questions,
please visit www.vote.coop or contact me directly at whit.hollowell@
coastalemc.com. I hope to see you
at the polls!

Coastal Electric director
earns top certification
C

oastal Electric Cooperative
Director John T. Woods
III, of Sunbury in Liberty
County, recently earned his
Director Gold certificate from
the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association
(NRECA).
To earn Director Gold,
directors must first earn
NRECA’s Credentialed
Cooperative Director and
Board Leadership Certificate
(BLC) plus three additional
credits from the BLC course.
The gold certificate demonstrates a director’s ongoing
commitment to advancing
their knowledge and performing their fiduciary duty
to the best of their ability.
Woods, 57, has served on
Coastal’s Board of Directors
for 10 years. He and his wife,
Sissy Coursey Woods, have
one daughter, Bonny, a student at LaGrange College.
When not tending to co-op
business, Woods runs a successful shrimp fishing operation. He is owner and captain
of the Papa T, based on
Sunbury Creek on Colonels
Island.
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Coastal Electric Cooperative CEO Whit
Hollowell, left, presents a Director Gold certificate and lapel pin to John Woods III, one of
nine directors of the cooperative. The presentation was made at a recent meeting of the co-op
board in Midway.

When not involved with co-op business, Coastal
Electric Director John Woods III operates a
successful shrimping business from this dock on
Sunbury Creek on Colonels Island. He is owner
and captain of the Papa T.
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